
Mr James Clayton Kilgore
May 22, 1928 - October 24, 2022

James Clayton Kilgore of Perdido Beach, AL passed from this home to his
eternal one on October 24, 2022. Clayton was the only child of Rebecca
Paisley Kilgore and James Henry (Jim) Kilgore, born on May 22, 1928, in Troy
AL. He grew up in Philadelphia, MS, playing football for the Tornados and
graduating in 1945. After His graduation from Mississippi State, Clayton
married his high school sweetheart, Jane Dees, and began his 38-year career
with the J.C. Penney Co. Jane and Clayton transferred to cities all over the
South, retiring as a district manager in Slidell, La in 1987. The next year they
moved to their home on Perdido Bay and spent time also in Clayton’s
childhood home in Philadelphia, enjoying life with high school and college
friends. 

 

Clayton had many loves including reading, music, dogs, fishing, gardening,
the MS State Bulldogs, the Neshoba County Fair, his J.C. Penney family and
friends. Above all he loved his family. He served as deacon and Sunday
School teacher at various churches throughout his life and was a lifelong
student of God’s word. His humor, generosity, hospitality, kindness and
genuine compassion enriched the lives of many. He was a good and faithful
servant. 

 

Clayton’s beloved Jane died in March 2000, and he suffered a hemorrhagic
stroke in 2015. He lives in his home at Perdido Beach, cared for by his



daughters and caregivers. Clayton was preceded in death by his parents, his
wife, and his brother-in-law, Jay Dees. 

 

He is survived by daughters Becki Kilgore Stacks (Gene), Columbiana, AL,
Karen Kilgore Crantford (Mark Rhodes), Houma, LA, Julie Kilgore Joyner
(Rick), Fort Mill, SC, grandchildren Shay Reed (Matt), Molly Gaydosh (Jacob),
Ruthie Braun (Corey), Clayton Crantford (Alex), Mary Marchand (Lon), William
Crantford (Kenni), AnnaJane Joyner (Forrest), Aaryn Joyner Cleeland (Kell),
Amber Joyner, Ben Joyner and Sam Joyner, sister-in-law Lori Dees, and
nephews Tom Dees (Cathy) and Scott Dees (Edie); fourteen great
grandchildren, two step-granddaughters and special caregiver Donna Laird. 

 

In lieu of flowers please consider a gift to the Methodist Children’s Home in
Montgomery AL, or the H.C.S.C. Foundation, c/o Larry Noble, 

 15220 Green Valley Drive, Chiro Hills, CA 
 91709. (A non-profit assisting J.C. Penney employee in need of financial

help). 
 

A celebration of Clayton’s life will be held at his home in Perdido Beach AL
Sunday, October 30, at 12:00 noon.



Previous Events

Graveside Service

OCT 30. 10:00 AM (CT)

Pine Rest Memorial Park
16541 US Hwy 98
Foley, AL 36535
(251) 943-5667
info@pinerestfuneralhome.com

Celebration of Life

OCT 30. 12:00 PM (CT)

Palmetto Creek
8395 Selma Ave
Perdido Beach, AL 36530

mailto:info@pinerestfuneralhome.com
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October 04, 2023 at 01:12 PM

Mr James Clayton Kilgore

November 08, 2022 at 06:34 PM

Mr James Clayton Kilgore

Julie Ranzino - October 31, 2022 at 11:22 AM

Cecil and I are so sorry to hear of his passing. We will always
remember him fondly. Cecil spent three years on his staff and
traveled with him so many many times, sharing a car. It was always
entertaining and educational. He had a unique way of keeping
things so simple , funny and effective. We send sympathy to his
family. He was a truly great leader in the company. Cecil credits him
with learning so many valuable lessons about retail from Mr Kilgore,
and will forever cherish his wisdom.

Tommy Addington - October 30, 2022 at 03:12 PM

I only had Mr. Kilgore as my District Manager for a very short time
but I could see he really cared about my level of management when
I was in Raleigh. I always wished we could have worked together
more along the way.
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Mike Cancienne - October 30, 2022 at 03:02 PM

Will always remember his love for Mississippi. A good district
manager and a very fair man to work with. Rest in peace. Mike
Cancienne

George Houston - October 30, 2022 at 01:56 PM

I thoroughly enjoyed my JCPenney relationship with Clayton. As I
reflect on our working years, I enjoy a muffed chuckle recalling his
uniqueness. What a fine man!

Bobbie Stiglets - October 31, 2022 at 02:42 PM

Clayton was stiglets’ Buddy friendship that miss. State bulldog &
southern miss eagle. Clayton will be missed, stiglets & I embraced the
friendship with Clayton & Jane, god bless all


